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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 1218 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AORG POL PU ITU 

SUBJECT: PRESENT STATUS OF VOTE ON GUINEA-BISSAU MEMBERSHIP IN 
ITU; EEC POSITION 

REF: STATE 22192 

1. AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL, MISSION HAS CONTACTED EEC MISSIONS 
GENEVA RE MAIL BALLOT (WITH MARCH 2 DEADLINE) ON APPLICATION 
OF GUINEA-BISSAU FOR ITU MEMBERSHIP. MISSION TELATT ALSO 
CONSULATED STEAD, DIRECTOR, ITU DEPT OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS, RE 
PRESENT STATUS OF VOTING ON ISSUE AND ON METHODS OF ABSTAINING 
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2. STEAD REPORTED THAT AS OF FREBRUARY 21 ITU HAD RECEIVED 

52 "YES" VOTES AND ONE (URUGUAY) "NO" VOTE WITH THREE MEMBERS- 
IRELAND, NEW ZEALAND AND KHMER REPUBLIC-REPORTING BY TEL THAT 
THEY ABSTAINED. STEAD EXPLAINED THAT ACCORDING TO MONTREUX 
CONVENTION MEMBER STATES NOT REPLYING WITHIN FOUR MONTHS TO 
MAIL BALLOT "SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE ABSTAINED." (ART I, PARA 5 
OF CONVENTION). HE ALSO SAID THAT MEMBER STATES CAN ABSTAIN BY 
CLEARLY REPLYING "WE ABSTAIN." MAJORITY OF STATES, WISHING TO 
ABSTAIN, HOWEVER, SIMPLY DO NOT REPLY TO SYG'S LETTER. STEAD 
CONFIRMED THAT GUINEA-BISSAU MUST GAIN 97 VOTES (TWO-THIRDS OF 
146 MEMBERS) IN ORDER TO BE ADMITTED TO ITU MEMBERSHIP. 

3. GENEVA EEC GROUP WILL MEET NEXT WEEK TO CONSIDER ITS 
POSITION ON ITU MAIL BALLOT. GROUP THUS FAR HAS BEEN UNABLE TO 
REACH CONSENSUS, ALTHOUGH NONE RPT NONE WILL VOTE FOR GUINEA- 
BISSAU MEMBERSHIP. SOME STATES WILL NOT RETURN BALLOT; SOME 
WILL REPLY STATING THEY ABSTAIN; SOME MAY VOTE NO. FOLLOWING 
IS SAMPLING OF EEC MISSION VIEWS AS OF THIS WRITING: 

FRG: INSTRUCTED TO VOTE NO, BUT WILL NOT RETURN BALLOT OR WILL 
FORMALLY ABSTAIN IF EEC GROUP COMES TO CONSENSUS ON EITHER 
POSITION. 

FRANCE: WILL NOT RETURN BALLOT. 

UK: OPPOSED, BUT HAS NOT YET DECIDED ON FINAL POSITION. 

ITALY: OPPOSED; MAY NOT RETURN BALLOT. 

DENMARK: WILL ABSTAIN; MAY DO SO BY NOT RETURNING BALLOT. 
NETHERLANDS: WILL PROBABLY ABSTAIN. 

IRELAND: AS NOTED ABOVE (PARA 2) HAS ABSTAINED 
BELGIUM: MISSION AWAITS INTRUCTIONS. 

LUXEMBOURG: MISSION AWAITS INSTRUCTIONS. DALE 
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